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for real independence. There is a religious question on both
sides of the Canal. Mohammedans dislike government by
Christians. The whole district is undoubtedly a most favour-
^ible one in which to foment unrest. That is another of
England's troubles.
The Dardanelles.
And, finally, there is the question of the Dardanelles,
the Bosphorus, and Constantinople.
The two straits are the one and only sea approach to
the natural wealth of the countries bordering on the Black
Sea, to the oil-lands between that sea and the Caspian, to all
overland routes into Asia, where the motor-car and the
aeroplane have taken the place of the old-time caravans.
They have a further value as channels through which
Russia can emerge into warm water. At the present time
the Russian Fleet has disappeared ; it has died down like a
plant, but there may come a time when, like a plant, it
will shoot up again and with it the question of the straits.
Trotsky, when Army Commissary, asserted that the
straits and Constantinople provided one of the rare instances
in which Imperial Russia had pursued a reasonable policy.
He said that the world must be given to understand that
Red Russia regarded them as essential to her. He added a lot
more to the effect that even though France and England
went back on the secret agreement made with Russia
during the War, he firmly believed that sooner or later
the straits would be hers.
One day this declaration, which is almost one of war,
will bear fruit. As a Russian Fleet could come out from the
straits and attack the Suez Canal, England cannot ignore
the scheme.
The Balkan countries have a similar interest in the
straits. The regulation of 1923, by which their passage is
free, will be very inconvenient to England if the Russian
Navy is resuscitated or if there is a change in the relative
strengths of the Powers. So much is this the case, that British
statesmen have nervous breakdowns every time the Dardan-
elles question is mentioned.
Turkey.
Relations between England and Turkey are outwardly